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Hague Service Convention Enters
into Force in Singapore
Singapore acceded to the Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and
Extrajudicial Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters (‘Service Convention’) on
16 May 2023. It has now entered into force in Singapore on 1 December 2023.
Two declarations were lodged: first, against Article 8(1) objecting to the direct
service  of  judicial  documents  upon  persons  in  Singapore  through  foreign
diplomatic or consular agents unless the documents are to be served upon a
national of the State from which the documents originate; and secondly, objecting
to service of judicial and extrajudicial documents in Singapore by the methods of
transmission set out in Article 10. These methods are:

‘a)  the freedom to send judicial  documents,  by postal  channels,  directly to
persons abroad,

b) the freedom of judicial officers, officials or other competent persons of the
State of  origin to  effect  service of  judicial  documents directly  through the
judicial officers, officials or other competent persons of the State of destination,

c) the freedom of any person interested in a judicial proceeding to effect service
of judicial documents directly through the judicial officers, officials or other
competent persons of the State of destination.’

The enactment was accompanied by amendments to the Rules of Court 2021,
Singapore International Commercial Court Rules 2021 and Family Justice Rules
2014.

Service of Singapore process through the Convention will help ease the procedure
in  civil  law countries,  which  may view service  of  foreign process  as  raising
sovereignty issues. It will also ensure that enforcement of the resulting Singapore
judgment in that country may not be challenged on the ground that process was
served in a manner which breached that country’s fundamental principles on
service of documents (eg, Art 9(b)(ii) of the Hague Choice of Court Agreements
Convention).
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In other aspects  though,  the procedure is  now more cumbersome under the
Convention. Parties may agree on service by post in most common law countries,
including Singapore. Thus, it is unclear why the declaration of objection against
postal  service was lodged. Now, service of process of a Contracting State in
Singapore will all have to be channelled through the Central Authority.
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