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FAULT LINES IN OUR 
'GARDEN OF EDEN STATE' 
-.,,..,... $,...,,......,,......,,....,......,,.......,..-.,.......,............,............, 

EUGENETAN given that religious identities here are assured and 
secure. Yet, the seeming absence of overt religious 

WE ARE a profoundly secular and, at the same time, conflict here has given rise to false consciousness 
a profoundly religious society. and complacency that racial and religious har- 

In governance, we conform steadfastly to mony is a natural state of affairs here. Religious 
secular politics. But at the same time, 85 per cent freedom, guaranteed by our Constitution, has led 
of Singaporeans profess to belong to a religion. to the casual comfort that one can say and do what 
Clearly, religion forms a core part of many Sin- one believes one's faith requires, impervious to 
gaporeans' identities and value system 
even as the Singaporean identity ha That PM Lee could discuss the 
become stronger. sensitive and taboo topics of race 

To be sure, religion and p nd religion is a sign that our soci- 
tics are not distinct and mutual1 ety is maturing. But tact, honesty, 
exclusive spheres of influenc pen minds and a commitment 
and experience. o unity are essential pre-condi- 

Even as concerns over the ns if we are to progress and if 
economy dominate, the dor- h discussions are not to tear 
mant fears of possible ethno- our society apart. In this regard, 
religious conflict needed to bear- the existential threat to Singapore 
ticulated. Prime Minister Lee Hsien is not religious piety and fervour 
Loong's focus on race and religion in his per se but how increased religiosity is 
National Day Rally speeches on Sunday was exercised. 
a timely reflection and exposition. Fifty years of PM Lee identified three potential risks of re- 
nation-building can be undermined by a moment's ligious fervour: Aggressive proselytisation, intol- 
folly, unleashing the primeval forces that can un- erance and disrespect of the religious beliefs of 
dermine Singapore's survival and success. others, exclusiveness through not interacting with 

PM Lee describes race and religion as "the most people of other faiths. He pointed out that intoler- 
visceral and dangerous fault line" in our society. ance could be a source of deep division - not just 
This painstakingly-calibrated caution may strike in our society but also within families. 
some as being nothing new or perhaps surprising, 
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