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Prioritising strong and effective government 
Future tweaks to electoral system should promote deeper political representation, substantive participation 

mweopenandnirantpoli~al minoritywhwtedforthem The PATS wetwhelming po- crearjng S~ngaporeans'W panic- 
system - one where the uti- Unsurprisingiy. we are rapidly Iitiral dominance mxwithstanding ipation anddemocratic ownership 
m's voice mtteff, and where moving away From the Westmin- the institutional design that flm of gowrnrnem processes, H 
the concern and interest with steT nm& of our system of pnrtia- from our Constitution and laws 

EUGENE K BTAN raational matters is not seen as mentary democracy. In politi~al mrrrt be inclusive and represen@ me W i s  ~ t p r o ~ t x  

F" our kws and mionalp& the sole preserve dpoliticim mamrs, the consistent stand is tive in tandem with the growing oJ1m ot the Sdrd cflmu, 
destomin theirlegkimq, 'Ibis politics with a malt doing it our way. demoadtic aspirations, while in- Sim Mmaagemct UniW 

Parliamentastkul~law  forthe em asses is to bed is- 
-institution has to bethe tinguished fn~npolitia witha 
kqrpktform bthemtifulatioD b i i  'P", which i m o h  only a 
anddebateddiverseviews. selectmpof6tizensprtak- 

The amendments to the ing in the rough and tumble of 
Constitution and the related adversarial politiczll contests. 
legislation pimil earlier this Further. there is a need to 
week are part oftheendeavour deal with the pemption that 
toretain ParliamenPs standing pmhmeotary sittings are PAP 
as the focal point of our politi- party caucuses, wherein Par- 
cal life and governance. liamenrs ability to restrain the 

T h w  cham are in sync pwverful executive is doubted. 
with the Gwemmem's efforts The constitutional ctaanga 
to develop a system of par- a h  reflect the abiing belief 
liamentary democracy that it that the institutional design of 
deems best for S i p i x  w r  politid system mug pm 

They also seek to keep our d u r e a m e n t  witha clear 
brand o f p a r l i t a r y h -  mandate,-thm 
racy relevant and legitimate among parliamentary majority, 
wen in our one party-domi- for It tu be able tam resw 
nam political system. W~thout lutelyand decisively in the hng- 
a doubt, the changes also rein- term inter& of Singapre. 
force the centrality of strong Whilesomeviewthehang- 
andeffeEtivegwemment. nasmmrqringapMd&an- 

Yet, representation i s  a ~ t o t h e W , i t k ~ b l e t o  
foundational idea of pditical sayhit atthevery lm%theydo 
UfesinceamIent times. Indeed, not disadvanw the PAP. 
the changes seek to enhance In iact. the changes are 
Parliament's representative- neressary m m i d  a freak elec- 
ness.True and purposeful rep h n  wtEorme.TIis may happen 
rerenution clothes political shwld the desire for mn-PAP 
action with legitimacy and ca- voim in Parliament - osten- 
talyses political particiption sibly to keep the PAP in check 

The ruling kople's Aaion -lead somevoters to cast theit 
h & ( P A P ) h a s ~ k O ~ I r l Y e ~ ,  bdhhorf f ieWitb ink-  
66pwcentdthepopularvote ingthatmanyothersWvote 
in h s i K  wed electiomsince for the "tried and tested" PAP. 
1984when the ~ m b m h a q  The changes will. in a way, 
Member of Parliament (mP) IetSingqawx have their& 
s c h e m w a s i n b d d  andeal i t  Wththeprdiinfw 

Under wr Tug-pas-the- a rooling-off day,Sirigaporeans 
pwf e k t m l  system, whether areaskfd. in the Law Minisrefs 
a political party wins by a sin- words, "to vnte thoughni~Jly in 
gle bal~or999percpntof the accordance withtheir own lomg 
votes, the winner takes it all. term interests". Operating in 

As such, twD-thirds of the the background is the cogni- 
national popular Mte have given sauce that there will be at Bst 
the PAP at least 95 per cent of I8 non-PAP parliamentarians in 
prlhmhry~patssince 1984. future legtdatures. 
The NCMP scheme was con- As it stands, the election 
ceived to ensure a minimum, If and appointmeat of our Mem- 
not nominal, repmentation of beo d Parliament s w  that 
opposition parliamentarians representative democracy is 

Buttheemphasis hasshifted not a priuritised outwrne of 
toalternativeand d h s e v i ~  the electoraI system. 
in P a d i m  ratherthanadwr- The NMPs are not elected 
sari& panisan ones. ME-, the represen-: theyartseh- 
NwninatedMP(NMP)sherrae, edbyaspecialSelenCormnittPe 
established in 1990, now has of F a d i t  Hence, ttrqr lack 
its institutionalised niche as an requisite authenticity and au- 
integral part oFPadiment thority to represent any gmp 

The Gourrnment is acutely NCMPsm,atkast,Ekimthe 
awmeoftkgmwirg~fora  endorsement of the sidrt~ant 


	Prioritising strong and effective government
	Citation

	A4 PortraitTodayCNA.psd

