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A timely look at those 'other' issues 
gradually less heavily economic-ac- 
cented, this time round the economy 

Mr Lee's speech raised a spectre of 
questions andconcerns, includingthe 
type of society Singaporeans would 
like to strive towards. 

Unsurprisingly, there were more 
questions than answers. And rightly 
so - a dialogue among stakeholders 
must ensue since consensus rather 
than uniformity is preferred. 

"&-creation" is the much-vaunted 

rates and the creation of a new statu- 
tory board to oversee pre-school edu- 
cation are examples of this approach. 

But one hopes that the questions, 
direct or indirect, will result in active 
soul-searching, self-reflection, and 
thoughtful action across the popula- 
tion. 

clearly took a backseat. Post-material 
concerns and aspirational issues took 
centre stage and, hopefully, mark de- 
finitively the first skpstowards w ~ -  

sizinc our attitudes towards material 
and postrrnaterial aspirations. 

It has never been about one or the 
other. More than ever, it is about how 
we can maintain a sustainaMewpXb- 
rium between the two that unleashes 

P rime Minister Lee Hsien h n g  
of fe~d  Singaporeans a refresh- 
ingchange at this year's Nation- 

al Day Rally: He shared the occasion 
with not one but three other govern- 
ment leaders. Stylistically, the change 
in format tookawaytheelernent ofjad- 
ed predictability. 

There was also an important sig- 
nalling effect - a subtle manifestation 
of a more inclusive leadership style, 
and how different perspectives have 
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approach in governance today even if 
the modalities and exwetations of The dwelling on 'aspirational" issues 

is not only timely but necessary. 
It is clear that as a nation, we are 

at the crossma&. The path taken, as 
well as the path not taken, will impact 
upon the future of Singapore and Si- 
g a p o m .  

the full potential and optirnises the 
well-being of Singaporeans. 

government-people engagement are 
stii being worked out. Yet Mr Lee's 
announcement duringthe rally of the 
establishment of two new universi- TIME FOR SOUL-SEARCHING 
ties from existing academic institu- 

Leveraging on the overarching 
themes of "Head, Heart and Home", 

a place under the Singapore sun. 
While recent rally speeches were 

tions, the likely in&oduction of pater- 
nity leave in an effort to boost fertility 

to ponder questions like "what mat- 
terstoudnand "what does Singapore 
stand br?". 

These may appear to be esoteric 
tapbgood for a Socratictype discus- 
sion but they are real and live issues 
that go to the fundamental ethos of 
Singapore society. They all speak to 
our senseof &worth as a nation, and 
whether we continue to put primacy 
on bard-nosed pragmatism and self- 
indulgent materialism. 

look at thse 
'other' issues Shgrponvr &auld d i n k  d J r  d u  towards non-9ngapomns. u myfornr ot a~rainiaath. if not 

&dad. a n  d l y  trommgdfy into dlwrininnion qalnst our l o n g d i n g  nlnaity gmupr. ~ ~ ~ M C R G  

Assuch, thereistheurgeatneedto somewhat apoLagetic in Me gafk re- 
buke, the chastisement was overdue 
and necessary. To be sure, the Qov- 

At another leve1,the discriminato- 
ry attitude towards any group, if left 
unchecked, can easily transmogrify 
into dkrimhaticmagajnst any of our 
long-standhg minority groups. 

-wriy,theYtheyreftectmonus 
asasodetyandwillundemhethe80- 
cidalcohehathatwillbecomeincreas- 
ingIy important as we become more 
diverse. I hope that, as a society, we 
~ i ~ ~ ~ t o d e d w i t h t e b o o o r s e n -  

forge a new consensus notwithatad- 
ingthegreater diversity and complex- 

THAT IMMIGRATION DEBATE ity in our society. 
Leaving it ta Education Minister 

Heng Swee Keat and the younger 
m i n i m ,  Mr Lee did not say much 
about the "National Conversationm 

arnment can be critIdsed for tts ban- 
dlinn of the immimation issue but it 

This year's rally k refreehing for 
another reason. Mr Lee used hiis 
speechtochidesingapo~forour 
small-mindedness, nastiness and 
discriminatory attitudes to fellow 
Singaporeans and, particularly, to 
ll~n~ngaporeaaa. 

Even If Mr Lee may appear to be 

doesnot take aw& Siaporeps  de- 

it~popuMh.For&~tbereisa-ktpr 
concern at work here. One is that the other than to strongly encourage 

Singaporeans to play an active part in children of the f ihenerat ion new 
immigrants will e&rate or be less 
than Mlyintcgratediftheydonotfbl 

..--- 
sitived$e&.inandigMemdplblic 
discourn with a calibrated measure welcome in &gapore, 

There are some who M t h a t  the post. 
May 2011 political d i t e  has made 
the political l e d e d i p  engage in the 

That maywell 

tion) muat have the moral courage to 
speak up when things are not right, 
even ifthe mood b not in their favour. 

do so would be to engage in pop 
UM (notpopular) tactic8 that might 
win political points in the short run 
but, in the long-run, do untold dam- 
age to Singapore and Singaporeans. 

Listening to Mr Lee's speech, I 
found myself asking how was it that 
our %artwaren, our spirit of gener- 
aeity, did not develop in tandem with 
our rapid economic lmdomation. 

OneCactordbetheaverwham- 
ing focus on materiabt concems and 
outcomeswhichbasl.eeuItedina %ne- 
myself-and-I" egoistical mindset. A 
col.l.ectiveofamindaet8hiRisneeded. 

This paramount concern with 
"what's it in for mew undermines the 
larger relational dimension that is so 
cnrialifaaocietyistodevlelop~ 
anddeeperbondabeyondkinshipties. 

But it is all too easy to blame the 
materialistic mindset and economic 
i m p e m ~ i t w a s t h e ~ v e e c o -  
nomic progress thatWfMenab1ed 
uatoachieve~melyintheshort 
span of one generation. 

There was something in the Na- 
tional Day Rally for different seg- 
menta of Singaporeans. The bigger 
task is now for each of us to be an 
agent of change and make a differ- 
ence for the larger good as we move 
into uncharted waters. 
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