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Today

• Definition, dangers, examples

• Sophistication of fake news

• Positioning academic libraries 
• Strategies for advancing critical engagement with 

information

• Challenging fake news

• Further development and opportunities



Definition and dangers
Fake news 



Definition – Fake news

“Fabricated information that mimics 
news media content in form but not 
in organizational process or intent.”

Lazer, D. M. J., Baum, M. A., Benkler, Y., Berinsky, A. J., Greenhill, K. M., Menczer, F., Metzger, M. J., Nyhan, B., Pennycook, G., Rothschild, D., Schudson, M., Sloman, S. A., Sunstein, C. R., Thorson, E. A., Watts, 
D. J., & Zittrain, J. L. (2018). The science of fake news. Science, 359 (6380), 1094–1096. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aao2998



Dangers

• Distrust in reliable, reputable journalism

• Confusion and misinformation
• Important political, economic, social 

issues

• Distraction from significant issues

• Violence

• Physical harm

• National security

• Academic performance
• Poor scholarship, coursework, 

inadequate engagement

Consider:
Complexity of dangers and 
implications





Chew, H.W. ( 2020, May 21). 6 in 10 people in Singapore have received fake COVID-19 news, likely on social media: Survey CNA, Retrieved from 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/fake-covid-19-news-study-ncid-messaging-platforms-whatsapp-12756084

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/fake-covid-19-news-study-ncid-messaging-platforms-whatsapp-12756084


World Health Organization. (2020). COVID-19 Mythbusters. Retrieved from 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters


Sophistication, skills, and habits
Evaluation and fake news 



“You thought fake 
news was bad? 
Deep fakes are 
where truth goes 
to die”

Schwartz, O. (2018, November 12). You thought fake news was bad? Deep fakes are where truth goes to die. The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/nov/12/deep-fakes-fake-news-truth

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/nov/12/deep-fakes-fake-news-truth


Trolls, bots, 
deepfakes–
Driving news? 
Driving us?



Which face is real?

Bergstrom, C. & West, J. (n.d.) Which Face Is Real?. 
https://www.whichfaceisreal.com/A B



Challenging fake news

AWARENESS CRITICAL 
MINDSET

INVESTIGATIVE 
HABITS

TECHNOLOGY 
& TOOLS



Positioning academic libraries
Strategies for challenging fake news and advancing critical engagement with 
information







Collaboration | Partnerships | Development
Advocacy & 
awareness

Integration 
into teaching 

& learning

Research
Resources & 

reach

Technology



Collaboration | Partnerships | Development

Advocacy & awareness

Events and exhibitions

Marketing and communications

Seminars and webinars

Technologies and practices

Integration into teaching & learning

Advances in information literacy education

Better ways to approach ‘news’

Disciplinary connections

Self-directed learning opportunities



Collaboration | Partnerships | Development

Resources & reach
Integration into workflows

Curating content 

Research
Partnerships

Interdisciplinary research

Immersion

Deeper understanding

Technology
Inputs and outputs

Advances

Implications and opportunities





Starmans, B. J. (2017, May 7). 10 
Examples of Fake News from History. The 
Social Historian. 
https://www.thesocialhistorian.com/fake
-news/

https://www.thesocialhistorian.com/fake-news/
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