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History of CSRDA-SSJDA
CSRDA aims to take a leading role in the development of empirical social science research in Japan

through the building of a network of social surveys and data archives.

・MEXT：Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

・JSPS：Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

SSJDA established. 

1996



◼ We accept survey data from researchers, government agencies, labor unions, commercial 

firms with research divisions, etc.  

◼ Most of the datasets that we receive are based on probability sampling. 

◼ We accept non-probability data (e.g., quota sampling and internet surveys) if such datasets 

have research value.  

◼ We do not curate aggregate data, qualitative data, or non-numeric data.

Collecting Data Depositors
• Researchers

• Institutes associated with universities

• Private research institutions

• Government agencies

Etc.

Quantitative data from social surveys for sociology, 

economics, politics, and education in Japan.

What kind of data?

Data Collection Policy



Available Data by Topics (as of Sep. 2021)

Topics Number of Available Data

Society/Culture 430

Employment/Labor 410

Economy/Industry/Management 327

Education/Learning 295

Politics/Administration/Election 218

Social Security/Welfare 31

International Comparison/Diplomacy 18

Health/Medical Care 16

Security/Crime/Disaster 24

Information/Communication/Mass Media 8

Law 11

Environment 5

https://ssjda.iss.u-tokyo.ac.jp/Direct/?lang=eng



Curating Data
• Manage depositor's personal information

• Maintain confidentiality

• Make the data suitable for public use

• Prepare metadata/data documentation

• Translate metadata, data labels, and survey forms from 

Japanese to English

What the SSJDA staff does



Sharing Data

• Researchers affiliated with academic institutions (universities, 

colleges, and research institutions) and graduate students.

• Applications from researchers in private-sector research 

organizations are only accepted from researchers in 

organizations that have deposited data with SSJDA.

Qualifications for Data Use

Condition of use: Some excerpts
• Academic use only

• Some data, however, can be used for educational purposes

• Registration and usage fees are not required.

• The period of use of the permitted data is basically one year. If 

you want to use it further, you need to apply for an extension.

• Data that have expired must be deleted.

• When publishing the results of the secondary analysis of 

SSJDA dataset(s), users should state the name of the study 

and the depositor of the data. They must also state that these 

data were provided by SSJDA and that they have used these 

data to write their paper.
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SSJDA-Direct



Increase in the Datasets, Users



Online Data Analysis: Nesstar
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The number of users is steadily increasing.



Ongoing Data Infrastructure Projects
◼ Strengthening the System

➢Renovate SSJDA-Direct

➢ Implement self-deposit system (registration; updating personal information and 
general information about the data), staff performs data curation

➢Collaborate on the construction of a comprehensive Data Catalog which is 
promoted by JSPS

◼ Developing a new online analysis system
➢In view of the fact that the development of Nesstar has stopped. We are 

planning to start providing a new online data analysis system, which we 

are developing ourselves, by 2022.

◼ Promoting internationalization
➢Translation of metadata and major datasets

➢Applying for the CoreTrustSeal (CTS)

➢Deepen relationships with overseas data archives
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for listening!
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