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What is the first word that 
comes to your mind when 

you think of the word 
“shiok”?



© Copyright National University of Singapore. All Rights Reserved. 

Visualizations from: https://singlishwords.nus.edu.sg/visualise
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De Deyne, S., Navarro, D. J., Perfors, A., Brysbaert, M., & Storms, G. (2019). The “Small World of Words” 
English word association norms for over 12,000 cue words. Behavior Research Methods, 51, 987–1006.

https://smallworldofwords.org/en

Open dataset of 
associations to 

over 12,000 
English words!
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walao

But what are the associations of "uniquely 
Singlish" concepts? 

cheem

shiok

gabra

makan
sian

agarationbuaya

see 
me no 

up

catch 
no ball

kilat

du lan

gostan

kaypoh

lepak

nua

wayang
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What are the goals of SWoSW?

 Collect and develop lexical-semantic 
and word association norms for 
concepts unique to Singapore 
English (~4,000 “Singlish” concepts)

 A cognitive map of the Singapore 
English mental lexicon

 How are Singlish (and English) 
concepts connected in our minds?
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Word associations are 
crowdsourced from the 

Singaporean public

Anybody can contribute!

https://singlishwords.nus.edu.sg/

Informed consent obtained
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Participants can choose to 
leave the study at anytime
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Demographic data (age, 
gender, education, 
ethnicity, languages 

spoken) are not
considered personal data 

under the PDPA.

Consider: Is the collection 
of personal data necessary 

for your project?
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Fostering participant 
engagement and interest
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https://singlishwords.nus.edu.sg/visualise

Explore our data using visualizations!

Fostering participant 
engagement and interest
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https://osf.io/t2qxh/

Open preliminary 
dataset of 

associations to 
~300 Singlish 

concepts!
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https://facebook.com/singlishwordsConnect with us on social media!

Sharing of research 
findings and language 
issues in Singapore
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Thank you

Funders: DSO National Laboratories 
(2021-2022), Social Science 
Research Council (2023-2027)

Project Team: Wong Jin Jye, Feria 
Chang, Zehua (Rankie) Jiang,
Chester Tan, Anutra Guru

Student Developers: Wong Jun Long, 
Kevin Mingtarja, Gong Zequn, 
Shashank Acharya, Connor Lim
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Contribute and stay in touch

Word Association Game: https://singlishwords.nus.edu.sg/

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/singlishwords

LCL@NUS: https://langcomplab.github.io/

Get in touch: singlishwords@nus.edu.sg

The OG SWOW: https://smallworldofwords.org/en/project
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