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TOWARDS OPEN SCIENCE IN INDIA: AN UPDATE 

Sridhar Gutam
Convenor, Open Access India



UNESCO 

SCIENCE 

REPORT 

2021

https://www.unesco.org/reports/science/2021/en


Scim ago Journal & C ountry R ank

https://www.scimagojr.com/


LE NS .O R G • 460734 Open Access articles
• 1831 Preprints

https://www.lens.org/



https://www.lens.org/



WE B O F 

SC IE NC E

• 17,26,004 articles

• 4,07,144 Open Access ( 209067 Gold Published, 163583 Green Published)



Scimago Journal & Country Rank

https://www.scimagojr.com/

https://www.scimagojr.com/


R O AD.IS S N

INDIA

•2963 records

• 421 Keepers

Map is not Correctly Represented



DO AJ

• 322 Journals

• 186530 Articles
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https://www.lens.org/

Growth of Preprints in India



Preprints India

https://www.lens.org/



SC IE NC E , TE C HNO L O G Y, AND INNO VATIO N 

PO L IC Y (STIP) 2020
• A future-looking, all-encompassing Open Science Framework will be built to provide access to 

scientific data, information, knowledge, and resources to everyone in the country and all who 

are engaging with the Indian STI ecosystem on an equal partnership basis. All data used in and 

generated from publicly-funded research will be available to everyone under FAIR (findable, 

accessible, interoperable and reusable) terms. A dedicated portal to provide access to the 

outputs of  such publicly-funded research will be created through Indian Science and 

Technology Archive of  Research (INDSTA). Additionally, full text of  final accepted author 

versions of  manuscripts (postprints and optionally preprints) supported through public funding 

will be deposited to an institutional or central repository…

https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/STIP_Doc_1.4_Dec2020.pdf



SC IE NC E , TE C HNO L O G Y, AND INNO VATIO N 

PO L IC Y (STIP) 2020

• …. The policy will create pathways for the Government to 

negotiate with journal publishers for a “one nation, one 

subscription” policy whereby, in return for one centrally-

negotiated payment, all individuals in India will have access 

to journal articles.

https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/STIP_Doc_1.4_Dec2020.pdf



Credit: Dasapta Erwin Irawan/theconversation.com



SCI-HUB

•In December 2020, Elsevier, Wiley and the 

American Chemical Society filed a copyright 

infringement lawsuit against Sci-Hub and Library 

Genesis in the Delhi High Court.



What do Indian Researchers Download from Sci-Hub

• Access to research papers by the Indian research 

community. 

• “Indian researchers used Sci-Hub to download 397,691 

research papers published by Indian authors”.

• As evidence to support to the draft STIP 2020 

recommendation: “Providing free access to research papers 

to citizens of  India”
Journal of  Scientometric Research, 2021,10,2,259-264.

DOI:10.5530/jscires.10.2.40

http://dx.doi.org/10.5530/jscires.10.2.40


Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/ & 

https://www.nature.com/articles/nature.2016.19841

https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature.2016.19841


Journal of Scientometric Research, 
2021,10,2,259-264.

DOI:10.5530/jscires.10.2.40

Sci-Hub Downloads - India

http://dx.doi.org/10.5530/jscires.10.2.40


Free to read but not O pen Access!?







National Institute Ranking Framework (NIRF)

• Primary Data: Third Party Sources like WoS, Incite, Scopus, Scival

• We earnestly hope that the Ministry of  Education, Govt. of  India 

will include Parameters 'Open Access' & 'Open Science' in the next 

NIRF ranking under 'Research and Professional Practice (RP)’.

• Also add DOAJ into the Source
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