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WHAT WE DO

The ARDC runs programs and 

facilitates partnerships that ensure 

Australian researchers are 

internationally competitive by having 

access to high-quality data assets, 

platforms, infrastructure, policies, 

people and training to transform our 

lives.



MEMBERS



ARDC NATIONAL 
DATA ASSETS 
PROGRAM

● Multi‑year program

● $20 million+ 
investment

● Portfolio of national 
data assets

● Support leading‑edge 
Australian research



● Significantly 
oversubscribed 

● 30% success rate

● High number of bespoke 
solutions requested

COMPETITIVE 
OPEN CALLS



  

THEMATIC 
RESEARCH DATA 
COMMONS



WHAT IS A RESEARCH 
DATA COMMONS?

A research data commons (RDC) 
brings together people, skills, 
data, and related resources such 
as storage, compute, software, 
and models to enable researchers 
to conduct world class 
data-intensive research.



PEOPLE RDC

WORLD LEADING KNOWLEDGE INFRASTRUCTURE ENABLES 
AUSTRALIAN RESEARCHERS TO TRANSFORM OUR LIVES

PLANET RDC HASS & I RDC



STRATEGY
ON A 
PAGE



PEOPLE RESEARCH 
DATA COMMONS

A national-scale data 
infrastructure for health 
research and research 
translation



PEOPLE RDC - CONSULTATION 

Feedback received from stakeholders/national 
committees:

● Australian Academy of Health & Medical 
Sciences: Data Steering Committee 

● Australian Health Research Alliance: Data 
Driven Healthcare Committee

● HeSANDA Advisory Committee

● ARDC Research & Technology Advisory 
Committee

● NCRIS facilities

● Public roundtables

https://youtu.be/fpVV3eHbYDc


DATA CHALLENGES

      

Secure Data Access Data Integration Advanced Analysis
 

Nationally 
distributed machine 
learning of cancer 
data and imagery 
across nodes to 

improve survival and 
reduce recurrence

Improve outcomes 
for trauma patients, 

integrating data 
from the trauma 

registry, car accident 
claims, hospital 

EMR, and deaths 
registry

Safely access data 
from scores of 

longitudinal studies 
of brain ageing and 

dementia to 
transform the 

epidemiology of 
ageing and 
dementia.

Data Strategy & 
Discovery

Find and use data 
from multiple 
studies to update 
dietary guidelines on 
stroke management



DATA INTEGRATION



 

HEALTH STUDIES AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL DATA ASSET



HEALTH DATA AUSTRALIA



HEALTH DATA AUSTRALIA



CONTRIBUTORS

9 nodes comprising:

● 18 universities

● 10 medical research 
institutes

● 19 health services

● 16 clinical trials networks

● 9 others

214 datasets (as of Oct 2024)



Planet 

HASS-IPeople 

What are the 
environmental 
and social 
determinants of 
disease?



OPPORTUNITIES FOR US ALL

ConnectComplement Collaborate





THANK YOU

Subscribe to the
ARDC CONNECT

newsletter

ardc.edu.au

contact@ardc.edu.au

@ARDC_AU 

Australian-Research-Data-Commons

ARDC_AU
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