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PRESS RELEASE 

Singapore Management University and Singapore University of Technology and 
Design Ink Memorandum of Understanding For Education, Research and 
Exchange 

Singapore, 17 October 2011 (Monday) – Today, the Singapore Management University 
(SMU) and the Singapore University of Technology and Design signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) that creates a framework for collaboration in education, 
research, and student and faculty exchanges. The signing of the landmark agreement 
between the two autonomous universities in Singapore was witnessed by Minister of 
State for Defence and Education, Mr Lawrence Wong. 

Hailing the collaboration as an important milestone for the tertiary sector, Mr Lawrence 
Wong said, “This institutional collaboration between SUTD and SMU shows that our 
universities not only compete to spur one another towards excellence, but also work 
together to complement each other's strengths. Initiatives such as this ultimately benefit 
Singaporean students by widening the range and quality of offerings in our university 
system.” 

The collaboration will permit the two universities to complement each other's strengths 
and bring together the best thinking and programmatic activities in technology, design 
and management to create novel opportunities for students, and to address some of the 
world's most significant research challenges. The areas of cooperation will be far 
reaching and include course development, collaborative teaching and research, student 
exchanges, and joint participation in co-curricular activities. 

SUTD offers degrees in architecture, engineering and information technology and an 
introduction to management and entrepreneurship. The agreement will facilitate the co-
development between SMU and SUTD of five elective courses in management as well 
as allow students from both universities to attend elective courses at the partner 
university. High-achieving SUTD students will have the opportunity to be considered for 
advanced placement in the Master in Management (MIM) and Master of Science in 
Innovation (MI) programmes at SMU. Both programmes are specifically designed for 
students with minimal business backgrounds in their undergraduate education. The MIM 
programme introduces students to the field of management and business studies and 
equips them with the conceptual, professional and interpersonal skills for managerial 
effectiveness, while the MI programme is designed to teach anyone to be an innovator 
in his or her field. 



In addition, the MOU allows for students from both universities to attend and their 
faculty to teach in the workshops and seminars on topics of joint interest. The 
universities will also be sharing pedagogy and exploring curriculum spin-offs that may 
lead to new collaborative research projects. Postgraduate students will also enjoy 
collaboration and research mentorship of professors at the other university. 

SMU President Professor Arnoud De Meyer said, “The rapid growth of Asia gives rise to 
several critical issues and opportunities. With SMU's strengths in information security, 
behavioural sciences, innovation in urban environments, transportation, and clean 
energy and environment, we can play an important role together with SUTD in research 
to find viable solutions to address the issues and to seize new opportunities for 
knowledge creation.” 

“At SUTD, we develop and shape tomorrow's technical leaders and innovators. We 
believe that providing our students with a strong technical foundation alone is not 
sufficient. To develop innovative technical solutions that will impact the world, students 
must have a multi-disciplinary education with exposure to humanities, arts and social 
sciences as well as the business and management fundamentals that SMU can provide. 
We are delighted to partner with SMU to not only offer SUTD students the opportunity to 
take elective courses and pursue postgraduate programmes but also for student and 
faculty exchanges from both universities for research and education, including co-
curricular activities”, SUTD President Professor Thomas L Magnanti said. 

Annex – Five elective courses at SMU for SUTD students 

. . . . . . 

About Singapore University of Technology and Design 

The Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD) is Singapore's fourth 
publicly-funded university, and one of the first universities in the world to incorporate the 
art and science of design and technology into a multi-disciplinary curriculum. 
Established in collaboration with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
Zhejiang University (ZJU), SUTD seeks to nurture technically-grounded leaders and 
innovators in the fields of engineering and architecture to serve societal needs. 

SUTD's first intake of up to 500 students will matriculate in April 2012. Through its 
stringent admissions criteria and collaborations with MIT and ZJU, SUTD will bring 
together the best minds to seek solutions to modern-day challenges and create a better 
future. 

 



 

Annex 

Elective Courses at SMU for SUTD Students 

1. Entrepreneurship  
A series of seminars exploring the different aspects of entrepreneurship including 
idea formation, team formation, business plan creation, raising capital, bootstrapping, 
operating, IP, financial considerations, sales, product management, growth and exits. 
The course will give students to different perspectives and different stories in 
successful and *unsuccessful* entrepreneurship exercises.  
 
 

2. Organisation and People  
The main element of an organisation is its people. This course teaches students to 
design and develop an organisation. Since the staff is the organisation’s key asses, it 
is hence important to employ staff who can contribute to the overall growth of the 
organisation. This also includes managing staff, developing them and compensating 
them.  

 
 

3. Social Responsibility  
This course covers personal and corporate social responsibility. Personal social 
responsibility covers personal ethics, assessing the implications of ones actions 
either as a private citizen or as a professional. Corporate social responsibility covers 
the use of a corporations profits and corporate philosophy, socially responsible 
procurement, outsourcing and offshoring, and principles of socially responsibility in 
manufacturing, supply chain, operations and recruitment. The course will also cover 
social and regional implications of social responsibility ranging from fair-trade to 
protection of vulnerable minorities.  
 
 

4. Understanding the Interaction Between Human Behaviour, Technology and 
Design  
Human beings have limited cognitive abilities and limited will power. Because of this, 
individuals frequently make decisions that depart systematically from the ‘norms’. 
This course examines how technology and design change human behaviour and 
human behaviour redefining the status quo of technology and design. Human 
behaviour and dynamics and interactions in social network or cyber-systems can be 
good examples. Techniques for future prediction and forecasting from users’ 
perspectives will be included in this course.  
 
 

5. Design Management 
This course integrates design into management and vice versa. It is an approach 
where organisations make design-relevant decisions in a market and customer-
oriented way and optimising design-relevant corporate processes. It is a 
comprehensive activity on all levels of business performance that effect design, from 
the fuzzy front-end to the execution of design. Design management acts as the 
interface of management and design and functions as link between the platforms of 
technology, design, design thinking, corporate management and marketing 
management at internal and external interfaces of the enterprise. This course also 
covers management of product design and may include engineering management 
and R&D management. 
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