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Utah’s landUtah’s land--grant university  founded in 1888grant university  founded in 1888

Utah State UniversityUtah State University
Utah s landUtah s land--grant university, founded in 1888grant university, founded in 1888

28,000 students; 1,000 faculty; six campuses28,000 students; 1,000 faculty; six campuses, ; , y; p, ; , y; p
200 undergraduate, 90 masters, and 35200 undergraduate, 90 masters, and 35

doctoral programsdoctoral programs

High research institutionHigh research institution–– particularly particularly in in Aerospace Aerospace 
Engineering Engineering and Education            and Education            Engineering Engineering and Education.           and Education.           



MerrillMerrill--Cazier LibraryCazier Library

New facility completed in 2005, 305,000 ft2

nearly 2 million volumesnearly 2 million volumes

Automated storage and retrieval system with the 
capacity for over 1.5 million new volumescapacity for over 1.5 million new volumes

Information Commons with 150 workstations and 35 
group-study roomsgroup study rooms



USU Lib iUSU Lib iUSU LibrariesUSU Libraries

Three libraries on six campusesThree libraries on six campuses

Strong emphasis on e-content: 200 databases, 60,000 e-
journals  over 3 million eBooksjournals, over 3 million eBooks

DigitalCommons, 36,000 items; over 1.7 million full-
te t do lo dstext downloads

USU Press is a part of  the Library

Member of  HathiTrust contributing USU Press 
backlist and other collections



About our RepositoryAbout our RepositoryAbout our RepositoryAbout our Repository
USU@DigitalCommonsUSU@DigitalCommons

Hosted Solution: bepress DigitalCommons platform

Goal: capture, preserve, and provide access to the 
scholarship and research conducted at Utah State University

Open Access Policy passed in May 2012

We are now in our fifth year of  existence (founded 
November 2008)



What is in Digital Commons @ USU?What is in Digital Commons @ USU?g @g @



H  h  D i  G ?H  h  D i  G ?How have Deposits Grown?How have Deposits Grown?

Number of  Records (11/08 – 4/13)



Wh  h  D i  G ?Wh  h  D i  G ?Why have Deposits Grown?Why have Deposits Grown?

Demonstrated value to faculty through monthly 
statistics.

We make it as easy as possible for faculty.

Create shared partnerships with units on campus to 
digitize and deposit reports, publications, etc.

Strong support from central administration: OA Policy



H  h  D l d  G ?H  h  D l d  G ?How have Downloads Grown?How have Downloads Grown?

Full-Text Downloads (11/08 – 4/13)



H  h  Vi i  I d?H  h  Vi i  I d?How have Visits Increased?How have Visits Increased?
Page Visits per Month (1/09 4/13)Page Visits per Month (1/09 – 4/13)

351,482 people have visited DigitalCommons@USU



Wh    U ?Wh    U ?Who are our Users?Who are our Users?

71% Education:
67% University community
4% K-12 teachers & 

students

29% Other:
24% General public/Other24% General public/Other
5% Businesses

November 2010-January 2012

Andrew Wesolek. "Who Uses this Stuff, Anyway?" North American Serials Interest Group. Jun. 2012.
Available at: http://works.bepress.com/andrew_wesolek/3



Wh   h  U i  I ?Wh   h  U i  I ?Why are they Using It?Why are they Using It?

78% Education:
63% Research
8% Teachingg
7% Homework/Studying

22% Other:
17% Curiosity17% Curiosity
5% Other

Andrew Wesolek. "Who Uses this Stuff, Anyway?" North American Serials Interest Group. Jun. 2012.
Available at: http://works.bepress.com/andrew_wesolek/3



H  Did Th  Fi d I ?H  Did Th  Fi d I ?How Did They Find It?How Did They Find It?

Andrew Wesolek. "Who Uses this Stuff, Anyway?" North American Serials Interest Group. Jun. 2012.
Available at: http://works.bepress.com/andrew_wesolek/3



Wh   Th  F ?Wh   Th  F ?Where are They From?Where are They From?



ThesisThesis

ThesisThesis

ReportReport

Journal issueJournal issue

30% Theses
30% Books

ReportReport

BookBook

%
20% Reports
20% Hosted        

BookBook

BookBook

journals

Journal articleJournal article

ThesisThesis



Case Studies: Case Studies: Case Studies: Case Studies: 
The Impact of  the IRThe Impact of  the IR

1. Bringing new readers to an “old” article.

2. Bringing new readers to an “old” book.

3. Providing access to the people who really benefit.g p p y

4. Filling a niche need for a specialized text.

5. Providing specialized research in a crisis situation.



Bringing new readers to an “old” articleBringing new readers to an “old” article

184 i  i  184 copies in 
libraries worldwide



2520 full-text 
downloads



Bringing new readers to an “old” Bringing new readers to an “old” bookbook

133 titles from the 
last 20 yearslast 20 years



Bringing new readers to an “old” Bringing new readers to an “old” bookbook



53 23% International53.23% International

2010



Providing access to the people who really benefit

Originally published by 
the Ethiopian Society for 

i l d iAnimal Production 
(ESAP), Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia; NO RECORDS 
in WorldCat.in WorldCat.



Providing access to the people who really benefit
“[My] emphasis [is] on the human dimensions of natural resource management—
namely, how can the fates of people be improved when they must cope with the 
dynamic, fragile, and limited resources found in rangeland and small-holder 
farming systems?”farming systems?

A collective-action group on the 
Borana Plateau of southern 
Ethiopia during 2007.

“it is clear that the project hasit is clear that the project has 
had positive impacts on the 
lives of thousands of people”



Filling a niche need for a specialized textFilling a niche need for a specialized textpp



Filling a niche need for a specialized textFilling a niche need for a specialized textpp

183 full-text downloads



Providing Providing specialized research specialized research in a in a crisis situationcrisis situationgg pp

J l  11  2009July 11, 2009



Providing specialized research in a crisis situationProviding specialized research in a crisis situationg pg p



Providing specialized research in a crisis situationProviding specialized research in a crisis situationg pg p



Providing specialized research in a crisis situationProviding specialized research in a crisis situationg pg p



Finding Answers in Finding Answers in Finding Answers in Finding Answers in 
DigitalCommons@USUDigitalCommons@USU

“I’   ot ite s e o e ill “I’m am not quite sure anyone will 
ever give you a definitive answer,” said 
Seth Olsen, a civil engineer who 
completed a study of  the Canyon Road 
hillside in 2006 as part of  his master’s 
degree at Utah State University.degree at Utah State University.
August 16, 2009, Logan Herald-Journal



Fi di  A  i  Fi di  A  i  Finding Answers in Finding Answers in 
DigitalCommons@USUDigitalCommons@USU



Fi di  A  i  Fi di  A  i  Finding Answers in Finding Answers in 
DigitalCommons@USUDigitalCommons@USU

A Utah State University irrigation engineering 
professor who supervised research along the p p g
Logan & Northern Canal says he believes the 
waterway was not leaking, contrary to many 
news reports  [He referenced the work of  news reports. [He referenced the work of  
Katherine Molina in her MS thesis.]
August 16, 2009, Logan Herald-Journal



Fi di  A  i  Fi di  A  i  Finding Answers in Finding Answers in 
DigitalCommons@USUDigitalCommons@USU



Vastly expandedVastly expanded 
access and 
research capacityresearch capacity



Wh   IR?Wh   IR?Why an IR?Why an IR?
P t  th  U i it ’  h l hi  d h f t d t  Puts the University’s scholarship and research front and center, 
enhancing the University’s prestige

Provides access to the whole world  particularly to scholars in Provides access to the whole world, particularly to scholars in 
Third World countries without access to subscriptions

Enhances impact and increases readership for faculty research  Enhances impact and increases readership for faculty research, 
increasing faculty prestige

Positions the Library in a central role in managing the IR, y g g ,
which has become a key element in fulfilling the University’s 
mission


